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of the protectionist movement in the German Empire was
Frederick List, the famous economist, about whom, by the
way, I wrote a brochure while I was Manager of the South-
Western Railways.
The principal reason for the long-continued absence of
formal commercial treaties between the two empires is to
be found in the intimate dynastic relations existing between
them. It is well known that rivers of Russian blood were
shed in the struggles connected with the aggrandizement
of the Prussian Kingdom, which culminated in the welding
together of the German Empire. When Alexander III
ascended the Russian throne, however, he turned the
ship of state toward France and our relations with Ger-
many underwent a decided change. Alterations in the con-
ditions of commercial intercourse between the two countries
followed swiftly upon the political transition. It was at
about this time, in 1891, to be exact, that we devised a
scale of import duties, partly intended to counter the tariffs
which Germany had already imposed upon agricultural
products, especially upon wheat, but mainly designed to
foster our domestic industries and eventually liberate us
from our extreme dependence upon Germany's manufac-
tures.
The immediate effect of these preliminary steps was a
feeling of extreme irritation and dissatisfaction on both
sides. We were particularly displeased because of Ger-
many's evident discrimination against us in comparison with
her treatment of other nations. Having instituted a double
set of import duties, that is, a minimum and a maximum
scale, Germany declared that all countries that had con-
cluded, or were negotiating, commercial treaties with her
would be charged the minimum rates, while all others
would have to pay the maximum. Although this provision
was couched in general terms, it was doubtlessly aimed
directly and exclusively at us, for Russia was practically